Lesson 19
The Judgeship of Abimelech, Tola, and Jair
Judges 9:1 – 10:5
· Questions

1. What did Abimelech request of the men of Shechem (9:1-3)?

2. What wicked act did Abimelech do and why (9:4-6)?
3. Who was Jotham and what story (parable) did he tell and to whom was it addressed (9:7-15)?

4. What interpretation did Jotham give to his story (9:16-21)?

5. What relationship did the men of Shechem have with Abimelech during his three-year reign as king (9:22-25)?

6. Who cursed Abimelech and led a revolt against him (9:26-29)?

7. Who warned Abimelech of the conspiracy against him (9:30-32)?

8. What happened to Gaal the son of Ebed (9:34-40), the men of Shechem (9:41-45), and the men of the tower of Shechem (9:46-49)?

9. Where and how did Abimelech die (9:50-55)?

10. Why did Abimelech die as he did (9:56-57)?

11. Who rose up to save Israel after Abimelech died and how long did he judge Israel (10:1-2)?

12. Who from the land of Gilead rose up to save Israel and how long was he a judge (10:3-5)?

· Digging Deeper

1. What evidence is there, if any, that Abimelech was a judge like the other judges in the book (9:1; compare 10:1,3 with 12:8,11,13)?

2. Where is Shechem located (9:1)?

3. Why did God send an “evil spirit” between Abimelech and the men of Shechem, and what other examples do we have of this in the OT (9:23)?

4. What does “Baal-berith” mean and what can we learn from this name about Israel’s idolatry (8:33; 9:27,46)?
5. What is a mill-stone (9:53)?

6. Where in the OT have we already been told about Jair (10:3-5)?

· Applications for Today

1. We must be careful that we are not influenced by the world to do evil (9:4,24; 1 Cor. 15:33).

2. The company you keep will tell what kind of character you have (9:4; Jas. 4:4).

3. Christians must not support the evil policies of their civic leaders or the evil policies of their eldership (9:6; Acts 5:29; 1 Tim. 5:20).

4. People who do not live right will bring trouble into their life (9:20; Prov. 13:15).

5. True love does not vaunt itself and is not puffed up, and pride goes before a fall (9:2,53-57;      1 Cor. 13:4; Prov. 16:18).

6. Vengeance belongs to the Lord and he will requite the wickedness of man (9:56;                   Rom. 12:17-19).
